
Wild-scaping Porches, Decks and Balconies 
Backyard wildlife habitat doesn’t have to be restricted to large areas with lots of acreage. By providing 
basic needs for wildlife, you can turn small spaces into attractive places. This page is dedicated to 
enhancing wildlife habitat on porches, decks and balconies. 

Habitat Elements 
When designing backyard wildlife habitat, it is important to include elements that provide food, water, 
shelter and/or nesting habitat. In confined spaces, it is best to plant species which perform double 
duties such as shrubs that provide both cover and berries. Drought tolerant plants or those which 
prefer less sun are also good choices for container plants. In addition, be sure to maintain a sense of 
proportion when designing your habitat by choosing shrubs and plants which won’t overtake your 
space and will require little maintenance. 

Food 
Bird feeders are an excellent addition to small spaces. However, don’t put out large quantities of seed 
as it may attract pigeons and rats. Also, be mindful of your neighbors and possible seed spillage if your 
balcony is above someone else’s balcony. If you have large glass doors or windows by your feeders, 
then put up decals or blinds to prevent possible window strikes. If you are using shrubs to provide a 
berry source, be sure that if shrubs have male and female parts on different plants (dioecious), then 
you have at least one male and one female for berry production. 

Water 
Fresh water is probably one of the most important elements of habitat for wildlife. If possible, then try 
to add a bird bath or small fountain to your deck or porch as a water source for wildlife. A shallow 
terra cotta saucer filled with a small amount of water and sand can also provide an excellent water 
source for butterflies. Be sure to clean out bird baths and saucers regularly to prevent mosquitoes 
from breeding in your water source. 

Shelter 
Evergreen shrubs can provide shelter year round for wildlife, as can clump forming grasses in 
containers. Hanging baskets can sometimes become nesting areas, especially for Mourning doves. 
Vines on trellises can also provide temporary cover. 



Recommended Plant List 
The following list provides some recommendations for wildlife friendly plants that also grow well in 

containers. When selecting plants, keep in mind the size of your space and the light needs for the 

plants you install. Also, be an informed consumer and stay away from plants that are known to be 

invasive. For a list of commonly planted invasive species, check out the “Bad Plants Planted by Good 

People” page or the recently revised Plant Invaders of Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas. 

Annuals 

https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/habitat/wabadplants.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/habitat/wabadplants.aspx
https://www.invasive.org/alien/pubs/midatlantic/midatlantic.pdf


Grasses 



Herbs 



Perennials 



Shrubs for Tubs 



Vines 

For Additional Information, Contact: 
Sarah Witcher 
Wildlife and Heritage Service 
580 Taylor Ave, E-1 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
sarah.witcher1@maryland.gov 
Phone: 410-260-8566 
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