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CREDITING LAND CONSERVATION 
IN TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD 

Jim Baird 
American Farmland Trust 



THE LAND AND WATER QUIZ SHOW 
Or “How land trusts saved the Bay” 

 
Q1 What does TMDL Stand For? 

Too many darned lawyers? 

Total Daily Maximum Load 

Q2 Load of what? (Hint – rhymes with scoop, 
troop and stoop!  

Pollution 

Q3 What’s the best and cheapest way to reduce 
pollution? 

Wish upon a star? 



Don’t create it in the first place! 

• Where can you find land that is not going to 
create more pollution? 

• Under pavement? 

• Under an easement.  

• Protected Forests and WELL MANAGED farms 
Won’t be converted to a more polluting land use. 
Avoids increase! 

• WHO PROTECTS LAND FROM BEING DEVELOPED? 

LAND TRUSTS & PARTNERS! 



So, how does the TMDL incentivize 
Land protection now??????? 

• It doesn’t 

• But it could……. 

2030 Biz as Usual 2030 V4 Protective Policies 

Load = 
X 

Load = 
>X 



What do we need to make this 
happen?? 

Find out at  

Classroom 2 @ 1:00 PM 

Accelerating Land Conservation for Water 
Quality – New Funding & Approaches 

Megan Gallagher 



BALTIMORE’S FOREST PATCHES 

Miriam Avins 
Baltimore Green Space 



 
 

Miriam Avins 
Katie Lautar 







Notable Trees  
large American elm • willow oak 
• black gum  
  
Notable Birds  
Red-eyed Vireo • Scarlet Tanager 
• Great-crested Flycatcher • 
Baltimore Oriole • White-eyed 
Vireo • Least Flycatcher 
  







14,000 acres 



2,154 acres 
of forest patch 
outside parks 
(20% of city’s 
tree canopy) 
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We Lead 

We Lead 



We Support Leadership 



The Stewards Do the Rest 



They Teach Us  





We Teach 
Others 



GREATER BALTIMORE  
WILDERNESS COALITION 

Gary Allen 
Center for Chesapeake Communities 



Scaling UP 
Collaborative 

Approaches to 

Large Landscape 

Resilisence 

  



BY 2050 - 90% of all 
Americans in urban 
areas will live in eleven 
concentrated Mega 
regions  

 



 
 



 
Greater Baltimore Wilderness:  

Green Infrastructure for Regional 
Resilience and Equity  

 
                          

   



Greater Baltimore Wilderness : 
 

Envisioning the Growth of a Connected and Protected 
Green Infrastructure Network in the  

Heart of Maryland 
 
•  Resilience 
•  Biodiversity 
•  Equity 
•  Discovery 



•Hazard mitigation 

• Sea Level Rise 
• Wave Impacts 
• Storm Surge 
• Flooding  
 

Addressing the Impacts of  Changing Climate 



Green Infrastructure Solutions – Natural Networks 



Green Infrastructure Solutions – “Nature-based” 



Resilience: Four Principal Objectives 

• Map existing green infrastructure contributing to 
coastal storm resilience 

• Prioritize and map green infrastructure enhancement 
opportunities 

• Evaluate best governance mechanisms for managing 
and protecting green infrastructure 

• Build a better regional green infrastructure network  
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Greater 
Baltimore 
Wilderness 
Coalition & 
Resilience Project 
Area 
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• Maryland’s comprehensive planning, forest conservation, and 
stormwater management requirements have a large influence over 
local policy and action to protect or expand green infrastructure at 
multiple scales. 

• Localities generally meet but do not exceed state thresholds for 
protection of environmentally sensitive features. 

• There is little evidence of ongoing or sustained regional planning for 
green infrastructure protection or expansion. 

• While hazard mitigation/climate adaptation plans sometimes 
recommend using green infrastructure to enhance resilience, there is 
no evidence of combined hazard mitigation into green infrastructure 
planning processes. 

 
 
 
 

The Policy Context for Green 
Infrastructure Protection & 
Enhancement in the Resilience 
Key Takeaways  



WHAT TO DO  
WHEN THE MAYOR SAYS NO!  

Sean Robertson 
Land Trust Alliance 

 



      WHAT TO DO…   
                         WHEN THE MAYOR SAYS NO! 

Sean Robertson 
Eastern Advocacy & Outreach Manager 

Land Trust Alliance 
May 5, 2016 





Your Protagonist 











Legitimating, Coalition & Personal Appeals 



Inspirational Appeals & Pressure 



Consultation & Collaboration 



Another $1 million, but new friends to raise it 



VICTORY! Mayor Sullivan changed his mind! 



But that’s just the beginning of the story… 



Senator Mark Begich invited USFWS Director Dan Ashe & Senator Ron Wyden 







YOU ARE HERE! 





Bureau of Land Management event at Douglas Point 



How can you showcase the places you love? 



ANTIETAM BATTLEFIELD:  
A CLEANUP CAMPAIGN 

Margaret De Arcangelis 
Preservation Maryland 



Margaret De Arcangelis 
Preservation Services Director 

GETTING BACK TO BASICS 
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PARTNERS: 



MARGARET DE ARCANGELIS 
410-685-2886 
MDEARC@PRESMD.ORG 



INNOVATION AND PARTNERSHIP IN 
LAND CONSERVATION: 

 
AUDIENCE AND PANEL DISCUSSION 

2016 Maryland Land 
Conservation Conference 




