SITESOF AFRICAN-AMERICAN MEMORY
LET THE LAND TELL THE STORY
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Historic African Américan Churches

Eastern Shore of Marviand



Left: Chnst Rock Charch after restoration of
doors, windows, and siding.

Christ Rock Church, Dorchester County:

Exterior rehabilitation continues under several consecutioe AAHFPFP grants to the Priends of Stanley Institute nonprofit
organization. Also in 2013, a team of archeology students from Salisbury Unaversaty, led by Professor Jason Boroughs,
performed a Phase | archeological inuestiganon on the site. The archeologioal study wusll assist s planning for the
reconstruction of the felloevship hall and other outhuwildings. The charch will become @ museum and comzmunity ¢

ter and 15
located along the Harmet Tubman Underground Ratiroad Bynoar.
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Above: Church during lifting and foundation repairs phase

Abowve: In a public presentation on August 21, Professor Jason
in the fall of 2012,

Boroughs of Salisbury University gave an overview of the
archeological investigation at Chnst Rock Church, while
Professor Dale Glenwood Green discussed the history of the site.
They are pictured along with Delegate Rudolph Cane; MCAAHC
Chairman Theodore Mack, and Friends of Stanley Institute
presdent Herschel Johnson.
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UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD BYWAY

HERITAGE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT PLAN

FORTHE PRESTON/POPLAR NECK AREA OF THE
HARRIET TUBMAN UNDERGROUND RAILROAD BYWAY

Submitted to Caroline Office of Tourism by Morgan State University School of Architecture and Planning
August 2012
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THE MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

is plewsad 0 presess ti

Maryland Preservation Award
for

Excellence in Community Engagement

for the

Cambridge City Hall Renovation Plans

to the

Morgan State University School of Architecture and Planning

The Cambridge Studio is 3 ten week program foe gradusss architecuure
students froem Morgan Staze Universiny dicecred by che Delmarva Raral Labo-
caroey, [oc. in cooperation with the Giey of Cambeidge and Mosgan Stae
Univessity's Scheol of Archiveciuee and Planning, In 2011, seven students took
part in the ven week summer geogram to develop daige selutions for the sewe of
ehe bisroeic 1926 Cicy Hall/Ree Hall by the Cicy of Cambeidge tor che admins-
cracive, finance and public woeks deparements. Theough mleiple praencaticans
to the Cambeidge communicy the stadents engaged local civzens in che design
peocess. Prior to the stast of the peoject, the comesunity was skepiical of rew-
o the obd Gy hall believing it would be wo expensive 10 rehabilitace and
maintain and require prograssmatic compromises for the Ciry. As & sesult of
the studends woek, the communicy realized thatr the bullding could be restored
while szill mecting the necds af the Giey. When completed, the projecy will
Fulfill all of the Ciry's programvmanc requiremenss, crease 2 high performance
work enviconment, meet the Clity's sustainabibity goals, coot Seas than bailding o
wew wrecture, and ge-establish che old Gioy Hall as a communicy landmark.

Presented the 31st day of January in the year 2012 ar Annapolis, Maryland

Lz 2

Harrison B. Wetherill, Jr., Chairmén
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The Hill Community Project:

2010 - 2018

The Hill Community (c. 1790)
Easton, Talbot County, Maryland

Scholars conducting the historical and archaeological research believe
that The Hill Community will prove to be the oldest community still in
existence in the Nation continuously inhabited by free persons of color.
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Uncovering The Hill Community

Lifting the Veil of Ignorance

iography

Hist

1

Land Records

2.

Oral History

3.

4. Genealogy

Archaeology

J.

6. Preservation

"Arace, like an individual, lifts itself up by lifting others up.”

Booker T. Washington.



Head of Household Free W hite Males  |iFree White || All Other
Last name First name H to-15 || 16-26 | Females |iFrée persons llglnm

1| Aty Rithard 0 0 1 4 0

2|Adams Sarmuyel 1] [y 0 5 4]

3| Boxer James 0 { 0 3 0

4| Brittnghon Abram [i] 1] 0 4] o

5| Brooks {srace 0 ] (1 3 f

B[Boston Wiliarm 0 0 0 4 i

¥ |Blarner (Flarmer) Charles o 0 [ 2 0
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Maryland Comptroller Tours The Hill

Maryland Comptroller Peter Franchot, center, and his party take a tour of "The Hill" led by Professor Dale Green, second from left, of

Morgan State University.
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Lieutenant governor tours The Hill

Story Comments Image (9)

Previous || Next

Lt. Governor tours The Hill

Lt. Gov. Boyd Rutherford, center left, walks up Harrison Street
while taking a tour with an entourage of The Hill. Dale Green,
right, leads the way during a Black History Month celebration in
Easton on Saturday. Del. Johnny Mautz, R-37B-Talbot, is at

center.
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By CHRIS POLK cpolk@stardem.com

EASTON — The African-American memories
are countless, and the ground is considered to
be hallowed, as scholars continue to try to
prove it's the oldest free black community in
the United States.

“The Hill” in Easton meets all the criteria of
“Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African American
Memories"—- the theme this year of Gov.
Larry Hogan's Black History Month celebration
in the state.

Since he took office, Hogan has chosen various
Maryland locations for the Black History Month
celebration.

On Saturday, Feb. 27, Lt. Gov. Boyd Rutherford
did the honors by visiting the area, starting the
day with a 25-person entourage tour of the
The Hill, led by Dale Green, assistant professor
of architecture and historic preservation at
Morgan State University.

The Hill is an African-American neighborhood
that goes back longer than anyone can
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Some Families living on The Hill in 1880

Joseph Lucas,
Henry and Matilda Tilghman,

Emory Poney,

Jenkins Bailey,

Josiah and Elizabeth Small,
Lewis and Eliza Chase,
[saac and Patience Smuth,
samuel and Sally Hazelton, iy
Andrew and Rachel Ann Camper, ™ g
William and Harreit Lewis,  alinar Il for D
simon and Mary Collins,
William and Lowsa Baynard,
John and Elrza Johnson,
Mary Goldsborough, 27 §> 3
Lloyd and Margaret Thomas, and | ¢  ofe L
Alfred and Agnes Sprouse 7
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Manumission Paper for Sarah Bowman
(1789)






Jomes Freeman

FREE AFRICAN AMERICAN
FIRST OWNER OF | OT NO. 31
HANSON STREET
1788

JAMES AND HENNY FREEMAN
(CHILDREN
JAMES, JACOB, (JARRISON, [ JANIEL.
THOMAS, RACHEL, HANNAH AND
ANNE
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(20th Century)
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Maryland Sustainable
Growth Commission

2014 Sustainable Growth Challenge
student competition

The Sustainable Growth Challenge, an annual collegiate
competition hosted by the Maryland Sustainable Growth
Commission, engages students from across the state in
planning and sustainability issues.

The competition enables teams to conduct community
planning exercises, analyze economic, social and
environmental aspects of sustainable growth and develop
creative community solutions. Projects must address one or
more of Maryland's 12 Planning Visions.

2014 Challenge Winners

First Place

Morgan State University Landscape
Architecture Program

‘Rethinking Street Typology ror Social
Equity, Environmental Stewardship and
cconomic Revitalization: A design
intervention in the small-town historic
context or Easion”
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E HOUSING ON THE HILL

Town of Easton + Hodges Development

v Affordable Homeownership T

& = Environmentally Friendly 208-210 South Street | Developer- Gabrielle Koeppel
— STATEUNIVERSITY Historic Tax Credits Architect: Sulton Campbell Britt & Associates, P.C.
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West Elevation (Existing)
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CURRENTLY

—People of European descent account for 96 percent of the owners, 97
percent of the value, and 98 percent of the acres of land in the
United States

-The majority of Americans, especially people of color are landless

- Conversations about land preservation are sterilized from the
historical context that created a situation where we need to
actively protect and preserve land

-Models of land management and agriculture have displaced people of
color and small scale family farms and harmed the environment for
centuries



WHO-WHAT-WHEN-WHERE-WHY

Who are we saving land for? Who has access to this land? Who
has the resources?

What damaging models of land use are we still allowing on
preserved/conserved lands?

When will we begin seriously adding diversity and equity to
the conversation?

Where are we spending conservation and easement monies?Where
do we prioritize land trusts?

Why are we conserving/preserving land?For what?For whom?



WHO

- We are not having a real conversation about land
preservation until we are bringing land ownership, land
use and colonialism to the conversation

- Land 1is power

- Landless people have no power over their environment and
those with power do not often have communal or ecological
harmony in mind.

— Conversation needs to shift to another “who”

- People who should have power



WHAT

-The plantation model of land use has not and will never be a
viable model for ecological, environmental or social
progression

—-Land trusts should make it a priority to preserve land that
is already in community use and will be shared and valued for
generations to come. Ie community gardens, family farms,
urban open spaces



WHEN

- As people reclaim public spaces for communal uses 1in
urban and rural areas, land trusts need to be right there
securing those spaces for future uses.

- As farm organizations, like FHCASA, train the next
generation of farmers, land trusts should be right there

making land more accessible to them through land linking
programs.



WHY

-We have to interrogate land as it relates to power

-We have to interrogate power as it relates to the destruction
of natural resources and loss of the commons and our current
food system

-The future of our natural resources in this region depend on a
redistribution of land and a shift in how we look at land use.

-We all agree that a 1000 acre grain operation is better than a
mall, but 10, 100 acre family farms with integrated livestock
and sustainable conservation practices are even better.



MOVING FORWARD

-Sustainability=Collaboration -Future Harvest CASA

-Land linking, farmer training, conservation practice
education,organizational level collaboration

-Sustainability= Urban-Rural Alliances - Black Dirt Farm
Collective

- Utilizing urban and rural spaces to grow food and
creating systems that care for land and people





