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Historic African American Churches 
Eastern Shore of Maryland 
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Pine Street Community  
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The Hill Community Project: 
2010 - 2018 

The Hill Community (c. 1790) 
Easton, Talbot County, Maryland 

Scholars conducting the historical and archaeological research believe  
that The Hill Community will prove to be the oldest community still in 

existence in the Nation continuously inhabited by free persons of color.   
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“A race, like an individual, lifts itself up by lifting others up.”  
Booker T. Washington.  

Uncovering The Hill Community 
Lifting the Veil of Ignorance 

1. Histiography 
 

2. Land Records 
 

3. Oral History 
 

4. Genealogy 
 

5. Archaeology 
 

6. Preservation 



Historiography  

Genealogy  
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Oral History 

Preservation 



 
The Hill Community Project 

2010 – 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Dale Glenwood Green 

Archeology on The Hill (Buffalo Soldier House) Summer 2012 

Easton, Talbot County, Maryland 





1790 Federal Census 

Manumission Paper for Sarah Bowman 
(1789) 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

TALBOTTALBOT 





 



The Hill 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





LAND 

For What and For Whom 

Aleya Fraser 
Eastern Shore Manager, Future Harvest CASA 
aleya@futureharvestcasa.org 



Current situation 



Currently 
-People of European descent account for 96 percent of the owners, 97 

percent of the value, and 98 percent of the acres of land in the 

United States 

-The majority of Americans, especially people of color are landless  

- Conversations about land preservation are sterilized from the 

historical context that created a situation where we need to 

actively protect and preserve land 

-Models of land management and agriculture have displaced people of 

color and small scale family farms and harmed the environment for 

centuries 

 

 

  



Who-What-When-Where-Why 
Who are we saving land for? Who has access to this land? Who 

has the resources? 

What damaging models of land use are we still allowing on 

preserved/conserved lands?  

When will we begin seriously adding diversity and equity to 

the conversation? 

Where are we spending conservation and easement monies?Where 

do we prioritize land trusts? 

Why are we conserving/preserving land?For what?For whom? 



Who 
- We are not having a real conversation about land 

preservation until we are bringing land ownership,land 

use and colonialism to the conversation 

- Land is power 

- Landless people have no power over their environment and 

those with power do not often have communal or ecological 

harmony in mind. 

- Conversation needs to shift to another “who” 

- People who should have power 

- Sustainable family farmers, urban/rural communities, parks, 

fragmeneted heir property owners, etc 



What 
-The plantation model of land use has not and will never be a 

viable model for ecological, environmental or social 

progression 

-Land trusts should make it a priority to preserve land that 

is already in community use and will be shared and valued for 

generations to come. Ie community gardens, family farms, 

urban open spaces 

 



When 
- As people reclaim public spaces for communal uses in 

urban and rural areas, land trusts need to be right there 

securing those spaces for future uses. 

- As farm organizations, like FHCASA, train the next 

generation of farmers, land trusts should be right there 

making land more accessible to them through land linking 

programs. 



Why 
-We have to interrogate land as it relates to power  

-We have to interrogate power as it relates to the destruction 

of natural resources and loss of the commons and our current 

food system  

-The future of our natural resources in this region depend on a 

redistribution of land and a shift in how we look at land use.  

-We all agree that a 1000 acre grain operation is better than a 

mall, but 10, 100 acre family farms with integrated livestock 

and sustainable conservation practices are even better. 

 



Moving Forward 
-Sustainability=Collaboration -Future Harvest CASA 

 -Land linking, farmer training, conservation practice 

education,organizational level collaboration 

-Sustainability= Urban-Rural Alliances - Black Dirt Farm 

Collective 

 - Utilizing urban and rural spaces to grow food and 

creating systems that care for land and people 




