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Comprehensive 
Reviews

• Overview

• Process for Updating Local Critical 
Area Ordinances

• Required Components

• Alternative Standards

• Status Report of Jurisdictions



Natural Resources Article 8-1809(g)

• “Each local jurisdiction shall 
review its entire program and 
propose any necessary 
amendments to its entire 
program.”

• Includes Amendments to Local 
Zoning Maps

• Required at least every six years



Submittal Requirements

• Statement certifying the comprehensive 
review has been completed

• Requests for program amendments or 
refinements to be considered

• Updated Resource Inventory 

• Statement quantifying acreages within 
each land classification, the growth 
allocation used, and the growth allocation 
remaining





Natural Resources Inventory Update

• COMAR 27.01.10.A 

• Work with DNR to identify any 
updates to the location of Rare, 
Threatened, and Endangered 
Species

• Coordinate with Claudia Jones, 
Science Advisor

• Include reference to updated Data 
Sources in Comp Review 



Acreages

• Acreage totals for RCA, LDA, and IDA
• Can be calculated using updated Critical 

Area Maps

• Growth Allocation Acreages
• Total Amount
• Total Used
• Total Remaining
• Coordinate with Critical Area staff 

(Michael Grassmann) to update Growth 
Allocation Records

• michael.grassmann@maryland.gov



Guidance Documents

• Town : Model Ordinance Document

• County – Comprehensive Review Guidance 
Document 

• Questions? 
• Charlotte Shearin 

charlotte.shearin@maryland.gov
• Nick Kelly

nick.kelly@maryland.gov



Flexible Provisions

• Jurisdictions can create local 
provisions that are “at least as 
effective” as the Commission’s Laws 
and Regulations

• Growth Allocation non-adjacency 
standards

• Buffer provisions (Parent Parcel Language)
• RCA Uses
• Fee in Lieu
• Climate Resiliency 



Collaboration

• Reach out to Commission Staff 
early and often

• Available to meet and discuss 
process and provisions

• Available to meet and discuss 
with County 
Commissioners/Council

• Can review draft documents and 
discuss flexible alternative 
provisions



Who is Due/In Progress  

Jurisdiction Status

Anne Arundel County 2013

Baltimore City 2002; Comprehensive Review In Process

Baltimore County 1995

Calvert County 2010; Comprehensive Review in Process

Caroline County 1990

Cecil County 2010; Comprehensive Review In Process

Charles County 2012

Dorchester County 2017

Harford County 2011; Comprehensive Review In Process

Kent County 2003

Prince George’s County 2011; Comprehensive Review In Process

Queen Anne’s County 1996; Comprehensive Review In Process

St. Mary’s County 2002; Comprehensive Review In Process

Somerset County 2014

Talbot County 2019

Wicomico County 2001; Comprehensive Review In Process

Worcester County 2002; Comprehensive Review In Process



Questions? 


