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State Projects in the Critical Area

When is Critical Area review required?
Staff review or Commission review?

What are the submission requirements?

What is the review process? 
What is the timing with other review 

requirements?

Overview



State Projects in the Critical Area

All State actions resulting in development 
on State-owned lands in the Critical Area 

require Critical Area review 
as per COMAR 27.02.05

When is CA Review Required?



CAC Review: State Projects

projects that……………

When is Staff Review Required?

……meet CAC 
definition of 

“development”

Grading

Filling

Land disturbance

Changes in 
land use

Vegetation 
removal

generally new 
construction or 

substantial 
alteration

Activities that alter 
water flow



For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example

• Applicant is a state agency

• Site is owned by state agency

• Staff review is sufficient

MD Department of 
Project Example

ABC
Consulting

If projects 
meets 

conditions 
of MOU



CAC Review: State Projects

projects that……………

When is Commission Review Required?

……meet CAC 
definition of 

“development”

......can’t fully comply with 
the Critical Area Program 

due to site constraints

&
Land disturbance

Vegetation 
removal

generally new 
construction or 

substantial 
alteration

Grading

Filling

Changes in 
land use

Activities that alter 
water flow



• FIDS habitat impacts

• nontidal wetland  25-foot buffer 
impacts

For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example 

Project Impacts

Site design constraints 
due to existing 
infrastructure

=
unable to fully comply 
with the Critical Area 

Program

The key is to minimize impacts!
MD Department of Project 

Example
ABC

Consulting



CAC Review: State Projects
Submission Requirements

• General project information

plans lettersreports plan 
notes pictures

Found in 
State 

Project 
Checklist

• Newspaper and site public notice postings
• State/federal agency approvals
• Habitat Protection Areas & other sensitive area mapping features
• General mapping features

http://dnr.maryland.gov/criticalarea/Documents/form/StateProjectChecklist.pdf

http://dnr.maryland.gov/criticalarea/Documents/form/StateProjectChecklist.pdf


State Project CA Submission Requirements
General Project Information



State Project CA Submission Requirements

Source: State Project Checklist

N/A
N/A

N/A

N/A

General Project Information



For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example

General Project Information

Purpose, 
Project Description 
& Timeline

Purpose:
• To upgrade existing 

infrastructure

MD Department of Project 
Example

ABC
Consulting

Project Description:
• Demolish selected 

infrastructure

Timeline:
• 3 years



For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example

General Project Information (continued)

MD Department of 
Project Example

ABC
Consulting

• Total acreage in Critical 
Area

• Total forest area to be 
cleared

• Lot coverage proposed/to 
be removed

• Mitigation required for 
clearing of forested area

Typically 
found in 

plan notes

Critical Area Related 
Required Information



For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example

The spreadsheet will be 
discussed in greater 

detail in the afternoon

10% Rule Spreadsheet
(10% Pollutant Reduction)

Partial spreadsheet shown for illustration purposes



For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example 

Stormwater Management Plan showing BMPs to meet 10% Rule

3 bio-swales

Partial plan shown for illustration purposes

MD Department of 
Project Example

ABC 
Consulting



MD Department of Project 
Example

ABC
Consulting

For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example

Erosion and Sediment Control

Construction 
Stabilization  Entrance

Matting for soil 
stabilization

Tree protection

Stockpile area

Super silt fence (borders the LOD) Partial plan shown for illustration purposes

Typically no 
stockpiling 
within the 

Buffer



State Project Critical Area Submission Requirements

Source: State Project Checklist

General Mapping Features

N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A



MD Department of Project 
Example

ABC
Consulting

• Project name

• Project Boundary

• Lot lines                       
(LOD shown, 
supplement parcel map 
suggested*)

• Vicinity map

• Scale

• Orientation

• Project location (street 
address and tax map, 
parcel # preferred*)

Partial map 
shown for 
illustrative 
purposes

Partial map 

For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example Rehabilitation Project

General Mapping Features



• Project boundary/LOD

For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example
General Mapping Requirements

• Vicinity map

• Forest (as seen in aerial) 
• Critical Area boundary

• Scale

• Project name & address
• Orientation



State Project CA Submission Requirements

Source: State Project Checklist

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Mapping Habitat Protection Areas



For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example Rehabilitation

HPAs Mapping Requirements

MD Department of 
Project Example

ABC
Consulting

• FIDS

• Nontidal wetlands 
& 25-foot buffer

• Riparian forest

Note: Impacts are outside of the 
100-foot Buffer. 

No other HPAs impacted.

*Show the 100-foot Buffer 



State Project CA Submission Requirements
Mitigation & Buffer Management Plans

Source: State Project Checklist



MD Department of Project 
Example

ABC
Consulting

For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example 

Buffer Management Plan

• Species name
• Common name
• Quantity 
• Size
• Critical Area credit
• Location of 

plantings



For example:

Maryland Department of Project Example

Planting Agreement

MD Department of Project Example 

Senior Project Coordinator

4/16/19

Project Example for a Rehabilitation Project

MDPE 1-19

410-555-5555

Ms. Natural Resources

100 Water Lane, Buffers Rule, Maryland

Source: State Project Checklist

MD Department of Project Example 

Senior Project Coordinator

4/16/19

Project Example for a Rehabilitation Project

100 Water Lane, Buffers Rule, Maryland

500 SF

0 SF

N/A

1:1

500 SF

0 SF

N/A

500 SF

MD Department of Project Example 

Senior Project Coordinator

4/16/19

Project Example for a Rehabilitation Project

MDPE 1-19

410-555-5555

Ms. Natural Resources

100 Water Lane, Buffers Rule, Maryland

500 SF

0 SF
Senior Project Coordinator

0 SF
Senior Project Coordinator

N/A4/16/19N/A4/16/19

1:1

500 SF

0 SF

N/A

500 SF

September 1                                           2019

* Must occur within 2 years from date of approval

*



State Project
Critical Area 

Submission Requirements

Coastal Resiliency



Coastal Resiliency – Ecosystem Resiliency Features

Coastalresilience.org. 
Demonstrates % change in 
flood damages that would 
have occurred during Sandy if 
coastal wetlands were lost. 
Dark red indicates greatest 
protection benefit.



Coastal Resiliency – Ecosystem Resiliency Features



WSSC Piscataway 
WWTP Raw Wastewater 
Pump Station 
Rehabilitation Project:

Coastal Resiliency –
Sea Level Rise

- Project is not 
vulnerable to sea level 
rise. Indicate so in 
written statement; 
maps not necessary.



WSSC Piscataway 
WWTP Raw Wastewater 
Pump Station 
Rehabilitation Project:

Coastal Resiliency –
Storm Surge

- Potential impacts by a 
Category 4 storm surge 
in area of pump station. 
Location limited due to 
existing infrastructure. 
Proposed station raised 
16 feet higher than 
existing. 



MDOT SHA Resurfacing of MD 5 Point Lookout

Coastal Resiliency – Historical Erosion

- Site location experiences erosion but does not impact LOD



MDOT SHA Resurfacing of MD 
5 Point Lookout

Coastal Resiliency –
Sea Level Rise

Project is vulnerable to sea 
level rise and coastal 
hazards. 
- Shorter life span
- Project will address safety 

issues and accessibility 
(recreational, emergency, 
pedestrian)



MDOT SHA Resurfacing 
of MD 5 Point Lookout

Coastal Resiliency –
Wetland Adaptation 
Areas

Existing road is within 
wetland migration 
areas. Impacts have 
been minimized and 
mitigation has been 
proposed.



Francis Scott Key Bridge 
Electronic Toll Installation

Coastal Resiliency –
Floodplains

- Potential location 
located in floodplains. 



Francis Scott Key Bridge 
Electronic Toll Installation

Coastal Resiliency –
Storm Surge

- Potential location is 
vulnerable to coastal 
hazards and may be 
impacted by SLR. 
- Not possible to 

relocate
- Serves 11 million 

vehicles annually
- Alternative route for I-

895 and I-95



Francis Scott Key Bridge 
Electronic Toll Installation

Coastal Resiliency –
Sea Level Rise



Coastal Atlas

NOAA Sea Level Rise Viewer

Merlin

Coastal Resiliency – Mapping Resources

https://gisapps.dnr.state.md.us/coastalatlas/WAB2/
https://coast.noaa.gov/slr/
https://gisapps.dnr.state.md.us/MERLIN/index.html
https://gisapps.dnr.state.md.us/MERLIN/index.html


N/A

N/A

State Project CA Submission Requirements
Other State Agency Approvals/Authorizations/Findings

Source: State Project Checklist

N/A
N/A



State Project CA Submission Requirements
Other State Agency Approvals/Authorizations/Findings

If your project 
requires permits or 

approvals from other 
state agencies, be 
sure to coordinate 
with them prior to 

Commission 
submittal

MDE                ACOE DNR               MHTMDE                DNR               

sure to coordinate 
with them prior to 

30% Design = 
may submit to 
Critical Area 
Commission

30% Design = 
may submit to 

All conditions of 
approval 

must be submitted to 
CA staff 

prior to the start of 
construction!



State Project CA Submission Requirements
Public Notice and Site Posting

Source: State Project Checklist



For example

Maryland Department of Project Example

Posting Requirements

Must post public notice in 
local newspaper & onsite
at least 14 days prior to 

CAC meeting

Commission meetings are 
the first Wednesday of the 
month, when scheduled

Posting Requirements

MD Dept. Project 
Example

• Project Sponsor
• Project Address
• Project Manager
• Contact info
• Comment Due Date



CONTACT US
someone@example.com




